Spontaneous hypoxaemia and right ventricular hypertrophy in fast growing broiler chickens reared at sea level.
1. At 6 weeks of age, the time of most rapid body growth, fast growing broiler chickens showed more right ventricular hypertrophy than slower growing chickens. 2. The degree of right ventricular hypertrophy was directly related to blood haematocrit and indirectly related to arterial oxygen saturation (estimated in the chickens using an ear oximeter designed for man). 3. When oxygen saturation was estimated sequentially from 6 to 17 weeks of age, mean oxygenation improved with age, partly due to the death of the chickens with the worst saturations, but also because of an improvement in oxygenation of the survivors.